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VI. An Account of a BOOK. 

Mufei ‘Petkieriani Centuria Trima, 

Rariora Nature continent : c Animalia, Fof- 
fi’ia, Plantas, ex varus Mnndi plagis ad- 
veBa r Or dine digejta , Nominibus propriis 
ftgnata & Iconibus tenets eleganter illuflra- 
ta. Lond. Ex Offic. S. Smith &• B. Wal- 
ford Reg. Societ. Typograpb. ad infignia 
Principif in Carnet. D. Pauli. i6p6. 8°. 

T HIS F'trfi Century confiding of fucfa Ani» 
mals , Vegetables, Fofils, &c. as hath been 
either obferved by my felf, or Communi¬ 
cated to me, not only from many very Worthy 
and Learned AJfiJlants at home, but alfo brought 
me by my Kind Friends from divers parts of the 
World , or Tranfmitted from fuch Curious Perfons , 
as do me the Honour to Correfpond with me from 
feveral parts abroad, I prefume it may not be amifs 
to give you fome particulars of them. And Firfi, 
I fhall begin with the Animals , which are here 
Infetts and Snails ; amongft the former, under N°y. 
is accurately delineated the Papilio Leucomelanus , 
which I do not find as yet clearly defeated fif at 
all) by any Author. 
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Ni 6 . is a pretty fmall greenifh Fly, with gol¬ 
den Eyes, very beautiful to look on, but if bruit¬ 
ed, fmells ftrong like Humane Excrements. 

9. This Beetle is taken Notice of by moft Infe< 5 t 
Writers , and is often feen flying in the Evenings 
about Autumn, l call him the Loufie Beetle, be- 
caule when taken, he is generally found to be 
infefted with (mall Vermin, like Lice. The Males 
of thefe have a Copper Luftre, and the Females 
a Green, as Mr. Charles Du Boh , a very Curious 
Oblerver, antj my highly efteemed Friend, informs 
me ; which variation of Luftre l have obferved in 
divers other fliining Beetles. 

10 And 11, are two (mail Green Beetles, which l 
have here Figured, becaufe I do not find them di- 
ftinguifli’d by other Authors. 

The next 8, are Shell'd Snails, the firft of 
which my very Worthy and Learned Friend Dr. Li¬ 
fter , makes to be the lame with the Pomatia of 
Gefner ; this is that Snail which fhould be uled in 
the Shops, but by reafon of the fcarcenefs of them, 
they being to be found but in few places of Eng¬ 
land, we are obliged to make ule of our Com¬ 
mon Garden kind, which 1 have Synonimized un¬ 
der N* 13. 

Thefe, and the two following-, are all the Land- 
Shells , of the round Form, that have as yet been 
Obferved in England, as is N! 17. the only Gow- 
rie, but in Jamaica and Barladoes there are 
found one very like it, which I have named under 
N!i8. 

The next by many are call’d BlacbMoors Teeth, 
(I fuppofe from their Whitenefs) thefe, in many 
places of Africa go as Money. 


Numb. 



C w ) 

Numb. *a Is the Afteria or Star Stone-y to this 
fort we have given the peculiar Epithet of Shugbo- 
rough, becaufe in former times they were (o par¬ 
ticularly taken Notice of there, that to this Day, 
the Family of that Name, in whole grounds they 
are ft ill found, bear them in their Coat of Arms. 

We come next to the Vegetables or Plants, the 
firft of which is a Guinea Tree , called Aconcroba, t 
they find it endowed with this Virtue, that being 
boiled in Wine and drunk, is good in the Small¬ 
pox. 

The five next are Golden Maiden Hairs , being 
luch as have either ftriated or villofe and downy 
Caps, four of which are undefcribed, and two of them 
here Figured 

Numt>. z8. This is a new black Maiden-Hair 
from the Canaries , and is now growing in his Ma- 
jefty’s Stoves at Hampton Court , from which my 
very worthy Friend, and moft accurate Botanift Dr. 
Piukenety hath lately given a very good Icon of it 
in his admirable Almageftum Botanictm , Tab. xai. 
fig. z. 

The two next are very rare and beautiful Ferns lome 
time fince fent me from China. 

Numb. 31. is an American Maiden-hair, and hath 
this remarkable diftindion, that whereas moft other 
Maiden-hairs and Ferns have blackiih or rufty colour¬ 
ed Seed, this is white as Snow. This elegant Plane 
James Rheed brought from Barbadoes; I have al¬ 
io leen it amongft Dr. Sloane’s moft Curious Col- 
letftion ©f Jamaica Ferns , who, in his moft com¬ 
pendious and elaborate Catalogue of the Plants of 
that Ijlhnd , Pag. zo. calls it, Filix non ramo - 
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fa minor caule nigro , furculis raris pinnulis an• 
guftis dent at is rarts brevihus acutis, fubtus niveis. 

Numb. 32. Is a Malabar Tankweed, very fre¬ 
quent in their Tanks or Ponds ; it is a very odd 
Plant, and not to be reduc’d to any that have 
yet come to our Knowledge. 

The three following are Plants of a ftrange Na* 
ture, bearing pod-like Fruit, as well below Ground 
as above j the firft I have received not only from 
Africa , but Afia and America , the fecond as yet 
from Africa only, where it was firft Difcover- 
ed, the laft is a Native of Portugal and Spain . 

36, 37, ® 38, Are three very rare Bacciferous 
Eaft-India Trees , ot:e of which my Ingenious Friend 
Mr. Samuel Brown, a Surgeon, refiding at Fort 
St. George , a fibres me , is the Tellow Sanders , 
which is a difcovery we are highly obliged to him 
for, having hitherto had but an obfcure knowledge 
of it. 

3 9. Is a Ceilon Tree called Bomlu, the Leaves of 
which they ule there in Dying, as Dr. Herman 
late Profellor of Botany at Leyden in Holland a little 
before his Death informed me. 

40 & 41. Are tricocoos Shrubs called Widdow- 
Wayles, the laft a very peculiar one from Malabar , 
being a trifoliate fpinofe Shrub. 

42, &c. Are Scorpion Sends , the two laft are 
very rare, they were lent me from Guinea by Mr. Ed¬ 
ward Barter, from whom I expetft many other Cu- 
riofities. 

46. And the two following are Eaft-India Bindweeds, 
yet I received the firft from Guinea, where I find there 
grows a great many Plants, the lame with thofe at Ma¬ 
labar, and Fort St. George. 

49, &c- 
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49, &c. Are Stilmarime Plants, refembling Heath, 
the jaft a very beautiful one, and to be feen in the 
moft Curious Mufeum of my Honoured Friend 
Mr. Charlton , who was pleated to give me a piece 
of it. 

$z (2? 5" 3. Are ttorfe-Jbooe Fetches, the lad a Na¬ 
ve of Malalar, 

54 & SS* Are Ferns , the firft from China, and 
the other from Fort St. George, which being as yet un- 
delcribed, is here delineated. 

56, (Sc. Are Mujkrooms of a late Obfervation. 

59, &c. Thefe are fix Hairy /piked Cocks-foot-Graces, 
all of them very rare, Tome from the Eaft-Indies, and 
moft of them not taken Notice of before. 

6$ Is a Tree from Surat, called there Gum hoe ■, it 
bears a Fruit like an Orange. 

66,&c. Are Gla/sworts, whereof two are found a* 
bout Montpelier, and the Coafts of Spain, the lad came 
from the fertile Canary IJlands. 

70 The Mo/s here Figured, is of lingular beauty 
and ihape, having at the top of a very long (lender 
naked Footftalke, a Scarlet cap, very like a Corn Poppy 
Flower, with its Leaves turned downwards, refembling 
a fmall Umbrella or Bongrace. This elegant Plant was 
gathered near Port/ground in Norway, by my kind Friend 
Mr. Richard Wheeler , who frequently fends me fuch 
Plants, Shells and Infetts, as thefe parts afford. 

7r. And the eighteen following, arefeveral kinds of 
Englijh Moftes, many of them not known before, fome 
of which are here Figured, viz. 74,79, 87, ^ 89. 

90. Here are divers forts of Lake weed or Ar/mart 
amongft them, one from the Eaft-Indies, and another 
from Virginia. 

97 98, Are two Purging Sea Bindweeds, call’d in 

oar Shops Soldanella; thefirfl an Inhabitant on our own 

Nnn Coafts, 
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Coafts,t he other common t» 4 oth xh&Eafi and Weft-Indie s- 
99. This is a Woolly headed Xanthium, or leffer Bur¬ 
dock ; It’s defcribed in the tenth Volume of the Hortus 
Malalar'tcus, pag. 117. where, it’s faid, they ufe the 
Root bruifed in Whey, as a Remedy againft the Piles , 
and the Ponder of it Cures the Belly-ach. I have aJfo 
received it from Cape Coajl in Guinea , where the Natives 
cal! it Tetrephoe, and boil it in Broth for the-Flux. 

xoo. This laflis alfo of the fame kind, but a Native 
of Portugal ; the firft Knowledge we had of it was from 
the Phyfick-Garden ?.t Leyden , from whence it was brought 
me by my worthy Friend Dr. Lecaan. 

Thus you fee this Century is compoied or fevers! Ani¬ 
mals and Plants wholly new, with the Figures of many 
of them, there are others which are very rare, and pro¬ 
cured from remote Parts, as Afia, America and Africa, 
from which laft part of the World, you have fome gi¬ 
ven you with their Native Names, and what ufe the In¬ 
habitants relate of them. Moreover, to each Animal, 
Plant, &c. already defcribed, I have made a Recital 
and Connexion of all the Celebrated Authors, as have 
yet come to my hands,* fb that at one view you have 
the fevrral Synonimous Names of all the precedent Wri¬ 
ters of Natural Hiftory , I have likewife quoted the 
different Editions of fuch as are Remarkable j and alfo, 
for the greater eafe of the Reader, have referred him to 
the very Pages in which they are treated of. 

To enumerate the many advantages 1 which will ac¬ 
crue from thus Synonimifing of Authors, and the Ex¬ 
amples of thofe who have already begun it, will be too 
tedious here torelate ; I fhall only therefore briefly men¬ 
tion my kind Affiftants to this Work, and then Con¬ 
clude, 

Firfls 
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Firft, To begin with Domftick Helps , being fuch ss 
Natural Hiftory as well as my (elf, are highly obliged 
to, amongft whom are Dr. Lifter , Plukenet, Tancred 
Robinfin, Sherard, Sloans, Scampton, Vvedale, Wood¬ 
ward, &c, as alfo Mr. Jacob Bobart, and his Brother 
Ttlman‘, Mr. Charlton , Dale , Doody , Du-bois, Pool, 
Ray, Fern&n, &c. not omitting my Foreign Correfpon* 
dents, but molt particularly the Celebrated Breynius 9 
and never to be forgotten Dr. Herman, with feveral 
other very kind Affiftants, as Dr. Lecaan, M r.Bartar, 
Brown, Cholmty, Cunningham, London , Lewis, Kirkwood 
Prefton, Smith, Wheeler, &c. befides many others 
wha have very lately Communicated feveral things to 
me, whofe Names 1 (hall elfewhere have fhortiy anoc- 
calion to mention, with a refpc-dt due to their Merits. 

To Conclude, this little Book is a Century or fmall 
Specimen of Natural Hiftory, and being willing t© pro¬ 
mote and improve (as far as I am able) fo neceffary 
a Study, I here propofe to continue the Publifhing what¬ 
ever of this Nature (hall come to my hands. And 
for that pur pole I humbly intreat, that all Practi¬ 
tioners in Phyfick, Sea-Surgeons, or other Curious Per- 
fons who Travel into Foreign Countries , will be plea- 
fed to make Collections for me of whatever Plants , 
Shells, Infells, &c. they Iball meet with, preferving 
them according to Directions, that I have made 16 
eafie, as the meaneft Capacity is able to perform , 
the which l am ready to give to fuch as fhall defire 
them. 

To thefe, and all fuch Curious Per fins who re=* 
fide in different parts of the World, whofe Inclinati¬ 
on leads them to this Study, if there be any thing in 
this or the following Centuries, that they would have 

famples 
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famples of, or defire to be otherwife informed, I 
iball endeavour to ferve them, in whatever lies in the 
Power of 


fheir mfl Humhle Servant, 


From the White Croft in 
Alderfgate'hreet, London. 


James Petiver. 


The fecond Century is ready for the Prefs, and the 
Work fhall he continued from time to time. 


ERRATA: Tranlad. Numh. 223. 

P Age 345. line 1. for Surveyor read Purveyor, p. 348.I. i< 5 . dele of their 
Pndullion the heft. p. 349. 1 . 2 6. for Rue r. Reve. ib. I. u!t. before 
Gallons, add 16. p. 3 50. 1 . 26 r. althaa. I. 27. dele baccU vu!g. p. 3?r. 

1 . 6 . for cool. r. Coal. p. 352. 1 . 22. for September 2d. 9-4- 95 

r. o——4—— 96. for Oftob. 28 0—0-4$ r. o--j ,— 458 

for April 6 2-3- 375 r. 2-4- 375 * April 20 2—1— coo 

r. 2——2«——000. 
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